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- such cases the pleurisy is doubtless of tubercular origin, and
is its earliest expression, jast as haemorrhage may be the
first symptom and not the occasion of pulmonary tubercu-
losis, while of the cases which remain permanently well, in
view of the spontaneous recovery of tubercle in other situa-
tions, it is fair to assume that a certain number are due to
the same cause, the process remaining local. In others,
though itself benign, pleurisy may be the cause of grave
disease, by dislodging the bacilli from their comparatively
harmless position in the bronchial glands, or favouring the
’development of phthisis by crippling the movements of the
lung. ------

THE COST OF POSTAGE OF NOTIFICATIONS.

ON the question of the right of the notifier to send his
notifications through the post unpaid, or to receive from the
sanitary authority the cost of postage, we have received
the following opinion, which we are given to understand
cannot be disputed. Notifications are not very numerous
or bulky, in spite of the loud complaints of a few boards
thab are surprised at having to pay a medical man for
troublesome and responsible duties. They could often be
aent by hand :- 

‘ 

I"It is not the fact that medical men notifying cases are I
entitled to the full fee without deduction for postage,’ for a
medical practitioner is not entitled to send his notification
’by post unpaid, and if he does so the authority is entitled
to deduct the surcharge made by the Post Office. This is
made quite clear by the Interpretation Act, 1889, Section 26,
which provides that when an Act authorises a document to
te sent by post, it must be properly addressed, prepaid
and posted.’ The Board have frequently pointed out that
the Notification Act, in allowing the notification to be sent
’by post, implies the necessity for prepayment of the postage.
The case of Chisbolm v. Radcliffe Local Board did not raIse
this question, because the Local Board, despite the advice
,of the Local Government Board, refused to take in the un-
paid notifications, and this they had no right to do. But
they might have paid the postage and deducted the money
from the fee paid." 

-

THE USE OF ALUMINIUM IN THE MANUFAC-

TURE OF FOOD-CONTAINING VESSELS.

Now that aluminium is being obtained more cheaply and
.abundantly from the earths that contain it-clay and
- cryolite-we may soon expect to meet with a great variety
- of useful articles made exclusively of this beautiful metal.
Aluminium is nearly a third the weight of iron, is both
’ductile and malleable, and its natural lustre is but little
affected by either damp or dry air. The statements, how.
ever, that it is not acted upon by even weak acids must,
recording to recent observations, be received with some
.amount of reserve. The metal has always been looked upon
as possessing properties which would be likely to render it
eminently serviceable in the arts and manufactures. Surgical
instruments and culinary vessels have already been made of it,
and on account of its extreme lightness and portability it has
recently been proposed to use this material in the German
army for soldiers’ mess-tins and water-bottles. In view of
this proposal being very generally carried out, several
chemists have been led to investigate the action of various
liquids and food preparations upon the metal. Some
months ago Messre. Liibbert and Roscher, in a paper on the
behaviour of aluminium toward a number of liquids with
which that metal might come into contact when made into
canteens, cooking vessels, surgical instruments, &c., arrived
at conclusions which were considered to be detrimental tothe

application of aluminium to any use in which it may come
into contact with liquids intended to pass into the human
body. Professor Lunge, however, was not satisfied with the
methods pursued by these investigators, and he accordingly
instituted a number of experiments on his own account.
The conclusions he came to were as follows: The action

of coffee, tea, and beer is nil or practically so ; that of
brarldy is also extremely slight; J’ the action of acids
and acid liquids (wine, sour milk, fruit juices) is more

pronounced, but even in this case, he says, far too

slight to cause any alarm whatever. Taking the worst

case, that of acetic acid, he found a maximum attack
of less than five milligrammes per 100 square centimetres
in six days, and a canteen holding a litre, and having
an inner surface of about 600 square centimetres and an
aluminium weight of about 200 grammes, would, he says, in
the very worst case lose five milligrammes in a day, or one
gramme in 200 days, even if it were always fall. At this rate,
only in fifty-five years would it be reduced to half its weight.
This, he holds, is certainly too trifling an action to be
considered; there is not the slightest danger of any injurious
action upon the human body by such’traces of aluminium
compounds, and they are not poisonous, he affirms, in the ordi-
nary sense as compared with compounds of arsenic, mercury,
lead, and copper, and, before they can act injuriously, quanti-
ties a hundred times larger than those he found to be regularly
entering into the human stomach would have to be ingested.
Finally, he adds, aluminium may without any fear be em-
ployed for canteens or any other vessels used to hold articles
of Iood, at least at ordinary temperatures. These conclusions
of Professor Lunge are, however, not by any means con-
firmed by a report recently to hand through Reuter.
It appears that a soldier belonging to an infantry
regiment stationed near Nuremburg had his bottle partly
filled with cognac. After several sips he was taken ill
and vomited. On hearing the particulais the medical attend-
ant decided to send the bottle and its contents to an analyst,
who discovered in the bottle some brownish-black spots,
round in shape, which under analysis were found to contain
large proportions of aluminium and iron. The cognac had
become muddy, and the analyst declared that it had caused
strong corrosion of the metal. It is quite possible that in
this instance the evidently strong action of the cognac on
the metal was caused by the presence of the iron, as ib is
well known that, although the pure metal is frequently
unacted upon, yet when it is in contact with another metal

galvanic action is oftentimes set up, and consequently
corrosion of the metal takes place. The subject is obviously
of sufficient importance to demand at once further careful
investigation. We should not be at all surprised, however,
to learn that aluminium is found to be easily acted upon,
seeing how readily it dissolves, with production of hydrogen,
both in alkalies and acids. Aluminium is, in fact, one of
the three metals of common occurrence which decompose
watar at a red heat. 

-

OPERATION FOR SPASMODIC TORTICOLLIS.

SOME advance appears to have been made in the surgical
treatment of this most distressing affection ; but until its
pathology is more clearly ascertained, we cannot hope that the
results of treatment will be anything like uniformly success-
ful. One point that lies on the surface is the variations met
with in different cases. In one patient the sterno-mastoid
muscle may be the only one affected, in another it will not
be implicated at all, and similar variations are met with in
the case of the other muscles which rotate the head. It is,
therefore, difficult in some cases to determine exactly what
muscles are implicated and to what nerves treatment must
be directed. Difficulty also arises from the depth at
which some of the muscles and the nerves supplying
them are placed, so that any operation on these nerves
involves a very deep dissection. Nerve-stretching, even
when very thoroughly carried out, has not been attended
with success, and simple division of the nerves has not
given better results. Surgeons are now dealing with these
cases by the free excision of the nerves supplying the
affected muscles, removing the nerves as near to their
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central ends as possible. Last year M. Petit recorded

twenty-six cases in which he had excised the spinal acces-
sory nerve. Of these, in thirteen a successful result WM
obtained, seven were much improved, two were slightly
better, and three enjoyed temporary benefit only, while one
patient died from phlegmonous erysipelas. The operation
in question is a comparatively simple measure. The more
difficult cases are those in which the posterior muscles
are involved. Eirly last year Dr. W. W. Keen recorded a
case in which he had excised muscular branches of the

posterior divisions of the first, second, and third cervical
nerves with marked benefit, but not complete success. Soon
after Mr. Noble Smith recorded a case in which he had per-
formed the same operation on the second, third, and fourth
cervical nerves. Dr. Powers has now related a third instance
of this operation, in which he exactly followed Dr. Keen’s
procedure. The last two patients were greatly benefited

by the operation. Dr. Keen makes a transverse incision
carried down through the complexus. Mr. Smith em-

ployed a vertical incision. The results thus obtained are
well worthy of the attention of surgeons, although the
treatment is only empirical.

HEALTH OFFICER FOR SUFFOLK.

THE Suffolk County Council are considering the ex-

pediency of appointing a county health officer, the question
having arisen on the occasion of the receipt of the annual
reports of the district medical officers of health. These

reports can only be properly examined and dealt with by an
expert in public health, and it is notewortby that the most
useful action taken by county councils, by way of bringing
local defaulb to the fore and of securing amendment in
sanitary administration, has been effected by councils
which have elected their own health officers instead of

pg,3 icg a fee to a mere examiner of reports, whose duties
end when he has sent in his summary, together with such
advice as he may see fib to tender.

CHEAPER TRAVELLING TO THE CONTINENT.

PATIENTS wintering on the Riviera will realise consider.
able economy in their travelling expenses if they defer theit
return till after April lst. The French railway companies
pay a tax of 12 per cent. to the Gavernment on

passenger and parcel traffic, on dogs, &c. But, after the
war, on Sept. 17th, 1871, a war tax of 10 per cent. extra
was imposed. Thus, for nearly twenty-one years the

railway companies have had to give 22-?J per cent.

cf their receipts to the Government. The time has

at last arrived, however, when the Government can

afford to dispense with the war tax ; but, before making
this remission of taxation, the railway companies were
called upon to make similar concessions. It was pointed
out that national welfare depended to a great extent on
facilities for travelling, and both the companies and the
Government adopted this broad view of the mbjecb. Con-

sequently, on and after April 1st a reduction will be made
on all French railways which will be equal to 10 per cent.
on all first-class single tickets; of 18 per cent. on all second-
class single tickets, and of 27 per cent. on all third-class
single tickets. It is, however, on return tickets that the
first- and second-class travellers will derive the greatest
benefits, for these are to be reduced 25 per cent. The third-
class return tickets will only be lowered 20 per cent.; but it
must be borne in mind that return tickets were already
sold ab a reduction. As a practical illustration of this new
tariff, the first-class return ticket from London to Nice,
available for forty-five days, will cost no 8s. 6d., instead of,
as at present, 913. Again, the first-class return ticket from
Victoria to Paris and back will be ;E4 6s 9d., instead of, as
at present, 4 18s. 3d ; and the second-class return will

be f3 6&’. 3d., instead of f3 18s. 3d. The greatest,
advantage will be reserved for the third-class travellers.
The cheap and slow night service available for fourteen

days only is to be abolished, and in its stead a great
reduction will be effected in the charge for the third-class
which has quite recently been added to the night mail.
The third-class night mail return ticket from Victoria to.
Paris, which now cosbs &pound;2 13s. 2d., will be issued for ;1;2.
The Chatham and Dover line also proposed to give f2 return
third-class tickets by the morning mail, which starts at
8.30 A M., and reaches Paris at 550 P.M., but the proposition
met with some opposition. The directors were, however, able
to secure the issuing of such tickets at least during the tourist
season; so that in the summer it will be possible to go, third-
class return, to Paris for one month by the shortest sea ronte
and by day for f:2. We need scarcely insist upon the

advantage of these reductions. If they only affacted pleasure-
seekers we should not be so much concerned, but we are
daily learning to recognise how great are the benefits to
health to be derived from a changeof climate, scenery, andsur-
rounding circumstances. The cost of travelling is, however,
a great obstacle, particularly as invalids ought not to travel
alone. Where, as is often the case, a family party deter-
mine to winter in the South because one among them is in
a state of delicate health, the expense of the journey thus.
multiplied by the number of the parfy becomes a very
serious consideration. On the other hand, if the patient
goes alone, the solitude, the sense of being exiled from
friends and home, may do more injury than the change of
climate does good. There is no doubb, therefore, that

lesseniug the cost of travelling will be an indirect adjuvant
in the climatic treatment of disease.

THE DRAINAGE OF WOKING.

THE prospective drainage of the disti ict aboutWoking rail-
way station has now entered on a second stage. One site for
the disposal of the sewage was refused by the Local Govern-
ment Board last year, great local oppoeition having been
raised to ih. Now another site has been selected, and appli-
cation for a formal inquiry as to its acquisition will pro-
bably be made. We move but slowly in such matters, and
local opponents often find but little difficalty in causing
needles delays. Any such delays should, if possible, be
avoided in this case, fur the large population now pouring
all its liquid filth into cesspools in close proximity to dwell-
ings in this locality can hardly fail to suffer if the present,
state of affairs is continued much longer.

UNQUALIFIED PRACTICE, "COVERING," AND
"FALSE CERTIFICATE" OF DEATH.

I AN inquest was held on the 22nd insb., at the Coroner’s. ’
C)urt, chapel of ease grounds, by Dr. Da.nford Thomas,
on the body of Susannah Elizibeth Waller, aged seven
months. The inquiry was held in consequence of the-
certificate of death being signed, and apparently filled up,
by a qualified medical man, he not having seen the case
either before or after the death had taken place. It-

appeared from the evidence of the parents, living in

Palmerston-road, Holloway, both respectable people, to
whom no blame could possibly be attached, that, the child
being taken ill about three weeks since, the father went off"
in search of a medical man, and calling at a 11 dispensary 

"

near to his house in Poole’s Park, N., went in and
asked to see the doctor. A gentleman appeared, accepted
the message, and called later, seeing the child and

prescribing for her, and gave medical directions as to treat-
ment. The parents were under the impression they were
dealing with a properly qualified medical man, and per.
mitted the attendance to continue until the child’s death on
the 18th inst. On asking for a certificate the ’s doctor’


